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Synopsis

Unlike many texts on Constitutional Law, this text not only explains the major legal principles and
concepts but relates these to the practical, everyday experiences of legal professionals as well as
non-professionals. The text is appropriate for a variety of students, including legal studies,
paralegal, pre-law and administration of justice students. The text discusses and explains major
Supreme Court cases and provides examples of how these decisions impact law practice and daily
lives. Selected cases, carefully edited for ease of reading, are included. A number of features help
the students grasp difficult legal concepts. Each chapter contains a clear statement of chapter
objectives, review questions, analysis questions and vocabulary terms to help students determine if
they understand the concepts in the chapter. Legal vocabulary is defined in the margins (based on
Oran’s Dictionary of the Law.) Several charts and tables are included. Other features emphasize the
practical nature of Constitutional Law. Several relevant legal documents are included in the chapters
and appendix materials (e.g., writs, subpoenas, complaint forms) Each chapter begins with a
hypothetical case illustrating a constitutional law problem and each chapter contains a related
ethical dilemma for those working in a legal environment. At the end of each chapter is a feature
entitled, Putting It Into Practice, requiring students to complete an assignment of practical nature.
The inclusion of key web sites also illustrates the practical application of many constitutional

principles. In addition, that feature allows students to further explore areas of personal interest.
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Customer Reviews

Joanne Banker Hames is an instructor and the coordinator for the paralegal program at DeAnza



Community College in Cupertino, California. Formerly an instructor at Santa Clara University
Paralegal Institute, Ms. Hames was also an attorney in a busy litigation law firm, where she worked
in all aspects of civil litigation, including pre-trial preparation, jury trials, and appeals. She earned her
J.D. degree from Santa Clara University School of Law, and has been an active member of the
California Bar since January 1972.Yvonne Ekern is a member of the Law Faculty at Santa Clara
Law School and an instructor for the DeAnza Community College Paralegal Program in Cupertino,
California. Formerly the Chair of the Paralegal Program at West Valley Community College, Ms.

Ekern received her J.D. from the University of Idaho School of Law.

Excellent reading

This was required reading for my MPA at SJSU and it was one of the dullest and boring books
covering a subject that is actually very important, and fascinating. | don’t blame the author for this
book being so dull, | blame the teacher for picking it and making the material in the book even more
dull.

how do | return this?

Excellent and great version for my class. Every American should reaad this book.Great quality and

reasonable price. Thank you!

My professor adores the book, and | can see why. It gives a great description of cases before giving
you the cases’ opinions, so you actually understand what you’re reading the first time. It does a

great job of explaining what it is trying to tell you and has some great cases to read. | really enjoy it!

| bought this book for much cheaper than | would have found it in my local college bookstore or
anywhere else online. It came very, very gently used much to my surprise, as | was expecting
poorer quality for the price. It seems well-written, but I've only needed it a few times this entire

semester.

The authors of this book have been instrumental in the founding of the ABA certified Paralegal
program at DeAnza College and education of paralegal students there. This book serves as an

excellent introduction to the concepts of Constitutional Law. It is very well-written and the online



companion (with the nifty quizzes) are a superb benefit. This book is well worth the money.

This book was purchase for me to use for my Criminal Justice class it was in a good condition and |
will recommend this book to anyone who is looking to purchase one for their classes.
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